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Responsesto Survey Questions10 & 11

Question 10: Is there any open space you would like to see protected?

Large tracts abut state, city, or waterfront

Pool, Parks, Museums, Concerts

The area on left going down Clark St before

Brookside Dr. Deer cross here

I am not familiar with all of Gardner areas - just

the NW

Conservation Land especially from beavers

All Orchards or farms, esp. w/ ponds or streams

No more developments!

Greenwood Park

Kendal Pond, Golf Course,

MWCC area, Dunn's

? Can'tread it

North Gardner city area

Playgrounds

Forest behind golf course, Dunn Pond? Mobile

homes, NC corridor, Kendall Pond, Jackson

park pond

East Gardner Area. Prison Area.

Forestry along Rt. 140

Crystal Lake & Golf Course to Perley Brook

Res. Clark St area east of Fish&Gun. Dunn

Park Area. Camp Collier area.

The piece of land between the college track and

the golf course

Murdock and area. Gardner Fish & Gun natural

land, Rail Bed across from golf course on Eaton

St

If there is any left, protect it!

Dunn Pond

Dunn Pond

Dunn Pond, Betty Spring Road

no

Land around Wright's Res in So. Gardner.

Wetlands on both sides of Whitney St (east side

of Rt68) land on north side of Perley Br Res

Wet lands and forests NNW of Saunders St

abutted by Theresa Lachance's property

The woods around Otter River between 101

and 2A

City Water Shed Area

Forest areas of Betty spring Rd, Forest area

around golf course

Dunns, GW Pool/ Crystal

wetlands

Gardner "Race Track" and surrounding

properties. Camp collier area. All of old state

hospital properties.

Dunn Pond - more protected! Bike Path- more

protected.

Area near Camp Collier should be protected.
Raymond/Kelton streets

East of Brookside Dr, North Century way/ Clark

St

Crystal Lake,

Lake area, any
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64

We need "Green Up" laws that require local
businesses and retailers to plant trees to hide
building and parking lots.

Definitely, lands near Dunn Pond & Perley
Brook Reservoir now being threatened by trailer
parks.

No-this leads to Big Brother government telling
you how to use your land

Property around Perley Brook and Crystal Lake
reservoirs

Yes off Clark St around the drinking water area.
Clark St area from condos and any wooded
area along road - country setting

Besides the big chair? | don't know any- Is
there a list of endangered areas? Thank for the
time to get this all together!

Areas surrounding Perley Brook reservoir - Bike
path? Present and proposed.

Bike path around Crystal Lake, Dunn's

Cedar Hills

All of the acreage surrounding Perley Brook
Reservoir - much wildlife lives in this area and
need protection

As much open NE type space possible - it is
almost all disappearing

No

Dunn's

Open land west of Perley Brook Reservoir
Dunn's Park, GMS Wetland

The woodland between century way & the
Wilder brook Area.

restricted from motor bikes conservation area
ATV rt140 vehicle also to be disallowed

South Gardner Pail Factory Brook runoff to
Otter River (near Airport)

Any land near ponds and lakes.

Perley Brook area, MWCC forestry

Forest and woodlands behind MWCC, across
from Dunn's, behind Pearl St

The old Heywood Farm / College property. |
grew up there until 1937. Managed by my
father & his ancestors for well over 100 years.
All woodland areas

city forest, Perley Brook Reservoir, Crystal Lake
Old railroad bed going toward Winchendon and
any other wooded areas currently being torn up
by off-road vehicles

s. bent mill, Crystal Lake area, old mills and
factories

1. Undeveloped land behind Perley Brook dam,
2. Perrault Farm (rt. 140), 3. All undeveloped
land behind the Gardner Prison

Land adjacent to all of Dunn Park area

Not necessarily but we are overbuilding

Perley Brook, Crystal Lake
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Question 10: Is there any open space you would like to see protected?

65
66
67

68

69
70
71
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74
75
76

77
78
79
80
81
82
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84

85

86
87

88
89
90

91

92
93
94
95

96
97
98
99
100
101
102

103

Any land adjacent to Dunn's
Lake Wampanoag
areas surrounding Perley Brook much of
undeveloped area near town forest and camp
collier
Area around Dunn's & MWCC & Heywood
Hospital
Lakes and forests areas
Preserve as much as possible
| do not like the sticky tape used to tape this
notice to my door. It causes a black spot on my
white door. Very inconsiderate
Land around Perley Brook, & dam off Clark St
All land around our public water resources,
undeveloped area in north Gardner
no
Perley Brook area off Clark st
Pond Recreation for Parkers Pond, swimming
and canoeing/kayaking build beach.
Wetlands between rt. 140 and camp collier
all of it
Parkers Pond
Bailey Brook
All our ponds, lakes, and woodlands.
Parkers Pond (needs to be cleaned)
Kendal Pond
Add any additional land to buffer zones around
watershed areas.
Open Space land designated conservation as
with Carlson Lane development
Erickson's property on Betty Spring.
Old dam off Eli Dr (Not sure the name of the
river)
The forests around Mathews St
City forest of rout 140
Wooded areas around reservoirs. Good water
is becoming more scarce world wide. These
areas make for good parks (no swimming)
Greenwood Pool, but create a parking lot, users
make driving Park st dangerous.
Betty Spring Reservoir area.
Parker's Pond!!! Please clean it up!
Parker's pond!!!
See # 4 (the forest areas around pearly brook
reservoir)
Kendall Pond, Snake Pond
Dunn's park, Kendall Pond, Perley Brook area
Crystal Lake area, Perley Brook area
140 Corridor
no
Playgrounds, Parks
The old ice house Hilchey's Pond off route 68.
The old dump leaks into the pond. It is
contaminated.
Protect all public owned open space

104

105
106

107

108
109

110

111
112
113
114

115

116
117

118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135
136
137
138
139
140
141

All the open space we have presently should
be saved

Areas of Clark St

Perley Brook area it is a great place to walk
dogs

Old poor farm area off rte 140, Mathew's
st/140 area, Whitney St area

Areas adjacent to or leading into our reservoirs
rt. 101 Pearl St to Ashburnham line. Rt. 140 to
Winchendon line + Westminster Betty Spring
Rd, Mathews St. All land abutting Fish & Gun
club. Perrault farm, rt. 140 the end of keys rd,
But its TOO LATE for that one! Which
politician got his palm greased by Sweeny?
Corner of Pearl & rt. 140, Eaton St Clark St.
Wetlands, open space, recreation areas,
woodlands, Mathews St

Land by Perley Brook, Keys rd

no

Camp Collier

The land and waterway around the former
Samuel Bent property

Parkers pond, the los of funds to preserve this
area was a bad choice.

Area between Dunns, north to MWCC

We are new to Gardner and have heard
rumors about a public playground slated for
the empty lot next to our home on Leo Dr.
Although another public playground would be
wonderful in Gardner, this would not be a good
choice as it would increase noise and traffic
into our quiet neighborhood.

Wet lands, forest lands

no

no

Baseball parks

Protect what do have

Parkers pond

Wetlands

Gardner State Forest

Forest near the bike path

No, all buildings historical

Elm St Fire Station

no

Gardner is good

Not off hand

All land

All land

The ridge place former state hospital grounds
?

Areas around water supplies

Bird Sanctuaries

East Gardner Area

Woods behind high school

a lot, all

Gardner
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142
143
144
145
146
147

148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155

Wilder Brook off Clark St

no

Gardner State Forest more accessible

nope

Dunn's

Camp Collier area across from 140, they are
building too many houses out there

Airport Rd, Snake River Pond

Around Dunn's pond

Dunn's

No

Camp Collier off Kelton St

Land along 140, Betty Spring, Clark St

Behind her

Dunn's pond area, area behind MWCC, bike
path, Land off 140

156 Town Florist

157
158
159

160
161
162

163

164

165

166
167
168
169
170
171

Parks, water ways

no

Anywhere near the Crystal Lake, Golf Course,
Paths, and bike paths

Dunn's Pond

The Asylums

Skateboard Park, Kayaking and canoeing for
younger people to be able to enjoy natural
surroundings.

Bickford Park could be used for a skate park.
There is a lot of open space there.

Behind century way they are try to put up a
trailer park and | would be devastated if all
those woods and wetlands back there were
destroyed they are so beautiful.

main priority preservation of downtown and old
buildings.

Wetlands

Dunn's park

Gardner State Forest

Playgrounds (older) Jackson, fix them up.

no

golf course

Question 11: Comments

3
4

oo ~N O

10

172 The field west of the court house on Mathews

173

174

175

176

177
178
179

180
181
182

183

184
185
186
187
188
189

190
191

St
The city of Gardner forest land between the Leo
Drive and Bear Hill Development and the Clark
St/Howard Rd section of Gardner. Save it from
housing development.
Take care of the playgrounds and encourage
and promote more use of them by city (get kids
involved) in their use.
Whatever open space is left in Gardner should
be protected. We have already lost most of
what we had to the Bedroom Community idea.
Parker's pond...promises promises. That's all
we ever get. We get a fund going and they
STEAL the funds for a ladder truck and never
replace the funds as promised. They promise
to clean the pond (which is a pack of lies!)
typical political outlook... "PROMISE THE
PEOPLE ANYTHING THEY WANT, BUT
AFTER ELECTED, do what you want."

Near Pearl St & rt. 140

Cleanup Parkers Pond
The large undeveloped forest between Pearl St
and MWCC

Dunn's Pond

Perley Brook Area

Parkers Pond area, Mill St - Pond area, Dunn's
Pond area, Dyer St area.

Dunn's and bike trail. Should be no cost to get
in these places.

Hunter Farm, junction rt. 101 & rt. 140
The entire area around the Gardner airport.
Wildlife areas, open space
All wetland areas and areas with no houses.

No Opinion

Perley Brook Reservoir, Water shed protection
area! Rt. 140 old cart road to Winchendon, the
rest of Parkers Pond
Tavitsantan Farm (Mathews St)
The old Simplex Field Area

We believe children should have more recreation to keep them off the streets
Need Paves - Black top on Eastwood Circle. Nice neighbor need black top more look nice street +

neighbor.

Instead of tearing down old BRICK factories repair & rent to REALLY low income families w

children<$10/hr...

Good Idea; Praying on it - Let's revive Gardner!

| think a good athletic complex w/ soccer fields, basketball courts, tennis courts would be good
On #9- 1 for buying land; 5 for maintaining & improving existing OS. Strongly encourage cluster dev

over spending tax $ for land purchases

Give Children something to do. Open playgrounds. What happened to our Rec. Dir.? - Recreation
Leagues, winter carnival, skating at Dunns? The city has raised taxes and closed all playground and
recreation activity. Our present mayor promised a skate park for youth. ?

We must be very frugal with our open space. Once gone they are gone forever.
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11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

We need to spend money on downtown
storefronts, shops restaurants. That would
improve Gardner.

Freeze housing. Stop building houses in
Gardner for 5-7 years. Limit building there
after to a minimum.

Open Space is being gobbled up so fast for
development there seem to be fewer and
fewer natural areas. We need nature for
renewal of our bodies, minds, and spirits.
Thank you for your concern

A skate park would be great for Gardner
Zoning: Doctors, Lawyers, Realty Shops,
Etc should be in zoned areas, NOT
residential!

| Believe the Dump is in a place too close to
the Cemetery, not good for families. We
know there are rats there and large ones
also smelly in summer.

Thank you for all staff at Gardner City Hall to
keep up the great Gardner's current and
future preservation of great nature &
development as well

Teenagers of Gardner and surrounding
towns need a place to go to have fun that
won't cause trouble. A teen center should
be considered. Thank You!

Ref # 9 - all need for funding in a city ought
to be kept in balance. Open Space provides
relaxation areas for residents as well as the
"Environmental Pump" for clean air and
water for the health of all. Re #5-, would
there be accountability. Re# 7Theater,
Concerts, Movies - low cost or free.

Please carefully consider before adding a
skateboard Park to Gardner - look what
happened to Hubbardston. V hard to
supervise! Also, ? Whether "Up, Down, All
Around" playground is still safe given
findings at similar playground in Athol.

I would like to see less (Housing)
development in Gardner. More efforts to
use conservation easements to protect
areas from being developed.

Try using older buildings for recreation for
teens. They have no place to use their
spare time. Open bowling alleys - teen
dance at night.

There is a proposed trailer park for this area.
Currently it is conservation land and
regularly "wet". Developing it would push
water into other places, like MY yard.

An effort should be made to plant more trees
throughout our town. Efforts should be

26

27
28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37
38

39

40

41

made with the National Arbor Day
Foundation to become a "Tree City USA".

It is difficult not to believe that we are too
late as much of what we should be
preserving is in some stage of development.
We need to be more aggressive.

#5= depends on how much and for what use
Jobs for everyone factory's that's what's
important

We need to prioritize our needs before
spending money & resources on this - like
Police, Fire, and all grade school busing.
We have many recreational facilities now,
but too many rules exist for them to be used
by our kids - like the playgrounds. #9 Utilize
more of what we already have.

A drawing layout of ‘future bike path &
walking path" by me was dropped off at
CDP office before actual start of present
path, yet, | never received a thank you note
or any mention of my contribution of my
future plan of a bike path

Suggest a small playground in the Clark St
area.

| believe it cheaper is buy the land &
preserve it than to allow tons of
development & build more schools. It's a
fact that has been proven in many towns
including Sudbury where | moved from.
Elderly home with garden area for elderly to
have choice one planting a community
garden or flowers like NH

#9 But we do really need our streets plowed
and city hall open too!

We recently moved to Gardner and love the
city. It has plenty of opportunity for so many
things... we look forward to it!

I'd like to see completion of the bike trail
around Crystal Lake, with extension around
the lake itself.

Get the developers out of Gardner

The city is going crazy with building - too
much-too fast. Need to preserve our city
and still have a country setting and keep our
schools with the best of equipment and
small class sizes. Also, need buses before
more housing.

Need to go back to recreation Director_for
kids

We need recreation space in the
neighborhoods for the kids to play
basketball, baseball, skateboard, etc. so
they don't have to do it on the streets.
Answers largely depend on age - young
families need recreation - elders need quiet,
restful, peaceful areas.
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42

43

44

45

46

47
48

49

50

51

52

53

54

55

56

57

Residential development continues to
destroy natural habitat in this area,
obviously.  Rather than raising property

taxes for existing owners, increasing fees &
taxes on developers whose short sighted
profit motivations still have more emphasis
on law-making than what this survey is
seeking to accomplish. Thanks for the
guery and good luck.

Too many new homes being built by
developers!

Updating and making safe many of our
current areas would be great for the
community. All baseball fields could be
updated. Ovila Case playground needs
much maintenance

Thank You!

No strip mining! No stripping trees for trailer
parks or more houses. Leave as many as
you can. Ref #2= no more trailer parks

Stop cutting down the trees

Reduce light pollution, remove floodlights
installed by Unitil. Re#7= improve walking all
over city especially between S. Gardner and
Gardner, Stargazing, Field for rocketry
Please, please, please nothing that creates
more noise pollution and air pollution.

There is so much trash along the streets in
Gardner that | would really like to see
removed.

| would like to see Gardner become a
destination for the arts.

Would like state and local government
authorities to turn their interest more to the
development of the outdoors for recreational
use.

Gardner is growing much too rapidly. It will
come at a high cost for everyone

| find all these new housing areas disturbing
- off Conant St - believe it almost connects
to Sylvan Rd. Off N Broadway, house at top
of Greenwood St as you turn and head
toward Conant St. Nice house but crammed
n sideways - miserable site! | haven't been
down Century Way for a long time - Entirely
different feeling since 1951

The walkway around Crystal Lake is too
close to the water. Should be 200 ft or
more.

We need to look at over development in our
city

The city needs only to look 14 miles east of
here in Leominster to see how uncontrolled
development creates sprawl and gridlock.
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65

66
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70

71

72

That city has seen virtually all of its open
space developed.

Stop building new homes and businesses!

| am against any further development of land
in Gardner. The semi-rural character of the
outskirts is being ruined by it.

Gardner needs a skateboard park - perhaps
in an wunused area of our defunct
playgrounds

Gardner has become an OVER CROWDED
bedroom town! | don't think there is much
left 0 save. TOO BAD!

Steps need to be taken to drastically slow
down new home construction before we lose
all the things that make Gardner such a nice
place to live. We are a retired couple who
have lived in Gardner all our lives, have
been property owners for over 40 years, and
have seen many changes.

Lets make a Gardner worth
Industry, tourism, business, etc
We would like to see some businesses
downtown that offer bakery, coffee house
and unique items. A new shopping plaza
and some new restaurants.

We need to vote in new zoning regulations
and protect the existing areas from
developers. We are being overrun with out
of town developers. Affecting schools
roads, water, and upkeep of our little city.
Gardner has great outdoor recreation places
- need to maintain and need to attract and
keep new businesses. Maintain school
playgrounds

| would support a temporary, at least,
moratorium on any further development of
housing until we see if the current huge
building programs will support the needs of
Gardner with the increase in city taxes there
from.

Complete a cost of community services
study to determine cost of service for each
type of land use.

Too many houses are being built - los of
open space

Make available city land for nature walks,
hiking. A skateboard park should be built for
kids. We need a city dance pavilion like the
old days for adults. Let's use our land for
recreation, not preservation

It is crucial that we put a moratorium on
building in Gardner, and especially protect
our wetlands, which feed into the reservoirs
stop the building. Not enough water, there
is a water ban in summer. Schools are over
crowded. Not enough police. Not enough
firefighters

living in.
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Strip mining and building 50+ condo units on
very small areas of land must stop! Also, the
building of housing with no regard to the
impact of schools and water is irresponsible
and horribly shortsighted! The citizens of
Gardner have not seen any benefit from the
increased tax base of these units!

We need more production from downtown.
Incentives for businesses to provide relief +
attraction + resources in town. Playgrounds
need work + maintenance. Our natural
resources should be preserved + protected.
No low income or housing assistance.

We need a decent shopping area, so we
don't have to go out of town. More clean
and cheerful diners of restaurants. I'm a
senior.

age =90

Hope to hear about a seminar

ref #5 = would need to be well defined and
realistic. Ref#9 = Plan now or pay later
Keep the space open (limit new housing) or
we won't be able to enjoy it anymore.
Thanks for the follow-up call on 11/14/05!
MWCC should not be allowed to build
dormitories in the city of Gardner.

We were really appalled when we learned of
land being sold to a developer by Perley
Brook. We felt it was very short sighted and
detrimental in the long run.

Continue to expand bike path

It is good to live in a city that values our
environment and natural resources. Thank
you for your work.

Parker's pond is in need to be cleaned up!

| think there is enough building of new
residential housing going on that it needs to
stop! Protect good land that is left.
Otherwise, we become a city more than a
community. Let's stay as a community to
raise our family(ies)

Water protection district

We need a moratorium on residential
development until our tax base can support
it!

Far too much residential bldg going on &
destroying open space. Encourage owners
large open space to donate / will open space
for nature / conservation.

none

Your survey should ask the age of person
completing it. Answers of 60-80 yr old will
be different than 20 - 50 yr old

| live on Bridge St and | smell the dump
(methane fumes) every day. Maybe they

92

93
94

95
96

97

98

99

100

101

102

103

104

105

could close that disaster. It's embarrassing
when people drive by and have to roll up
their windows.

Do not allow over growth of homes being
built. To protect environment and maintain
Gardner as the community it's been known
for!

Limit new construction

Stop housing developments. All  our
beautiful natural resources are worth nothing
if all we can smell is the dump.

We could really use a dog park in Gardner
Build or improve existing recreational
facilities, hiking/walking trails, tennis courts,
etc.

Would like to see more grocery and clothing
stores. Especially market basket.

There are too many big yuppie palaces
being built. The working class already living
here can't afford them. Outsiders create
more traffic. The prison has brought more
criminal element into the area. Gardner has
lost its small town atmosphere. We need a
moratorium on building. The cedar hills
development is being built on wetland.
Despite our protest, the developers always
win.

There have been too many developments
going into Gardner. Stop the building. Get
more businesses.

Stop development of
buildings

No need to add more housing. We can't
handle what we have as far as schools and
busing.

More industrial and commercial
development. Too much retail only attracts
low-paying jobs and crime.

This was the only recreational area for
fishing & swimming. It needs to be clean
again! (Muck removed) There is wildlife that
needs to thrive as-turtles, fish, otters,
eagles, great blue heron, ALL OBSERVED

| would like to see some "no littering" signs.
More trash receptacles, and emptied in a
timely manner. Any store large or small
should be required to furnish adequate trash
disposal in and outside the store. | have yet
to hear any of the town fathers mention
anything about the graffiti that is becoming
more visible.

Gardner needs updated safe playground
areas for children of all areas. How about a
fundraiser? More recreation options for
children in the summer and after school.
Golf lessons, swimming activities, summer
camp, etc, even for minimal fees.

large groups of
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106 | am at home. | have difficulty walking. | am

91 years old

107 Town land to build decent senior center.
Parking is a great big problem. Building not

accessible. Why? Bad choice.

108 Dunns park - walking trail around pond
needs major over haul. Too many stumps
and uneven surfaces. A more solid surface
would be ideal. Can be done. Many people

use this area.

109 As much as | would like a recreational
facility - why spend all that money when
"people” don't respect it and ruin it! Save
the forests and wetlands from future

housing.
110 Survey is biased.

this town and there is no space for it.

111 They should have an inspector for the
are
dangerous. Taxes too high. Not the right
people in city hall. Clean water. Sweep

houses (developments). They

streets
112 ref #8 school system busing
113 ref#8=places for camping
114 ref #5= only if it won't increase taxes

115 We need to spend more money on
firefighters, police, and school systems
rather than worrying about open space and

Ref #5= only if it won't

increase taxes. Ref #9= Depends on what

recreation sites.

id happening
116 ref #8= playground

117 no, all covered. Ref #9= too much building,

not enough open space.

118 Gardner is advanced. We have many of

these activities. - Thank you

119 (should have sent) Please send this to me, |
am 72 yrs old. How am | supposed to think

so fast?

120 Pretty happy we are doing this, to get the

feel of public.
121 none
122 new outlet to 140 off Clark St
123 Very happy in Gardner
124 1 am all for the preservation of wildlife.

would like to see sanctuaries for birds and

the Canadian geese.

125 A dog park or other areas for pets to go:

Areas where pets are allowed.

No consideration for
developments. There will be more people in

126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133

134
135

136

137

138

139
140

141
142

143

144
145

Good idea

no

no

none

Get school busses

Great job!

More mountain biking trails

Tax money used for more activities
(playgrounds), skate park, skaters
everywhere, very unsafe.

need to do something regarding children

We enjoy walking along the roads in
woodland areas. We see too much litter and
trash (food bags, drink cans) along the sides
of the road, in streams and wetlands. We
also see trash (vacuum cleaners, bikes,
furniture) left in streams and rivers. We are
concerned about this pollution of the waters.
This is all nice but even without a child in the
Gardner school system | would rather have
my tax money be used to provide busing to
school through grade 12!

We need more aggressive search &
application for grants that will protect our
water supply & our forests, ponds &
wetlands. Need to acquire critical land to
prevent it from being developed.

Gardner needs more restaurants and better
/more shopping choices! (Stores ---malls
etc) All we have here is Chinese food/pizza
and auto part stores! Think about it.

Thank you for asking these questions

| would like to see more jobs in the city,
more business, and more chain restaurants.
Would be nice to be able to find a decent
paying job closer to home. Ref#3= Lived
here all my life and none of the above seem
to fit. Maybe 20 years ago. Not now. It's a
city. Ref#9= There does not seem like there
is any now. Have gotten used to it.

Keep ponds safe and clean

There is not enough bike and walking trails
and places dogs can walk on

No more cul-de-sacs, Better development
on Rt. 2a?

Thank You

| believe we have grown above what we can
hold already. We need woods not every
section of vacant land built on. The animals
now have no place to go. Let's stop over
populating every open area.



